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Best of Yunnan Cultural Adventure 

 
 
Yunnan is one of China's most visited provinces, and rightfully so, as Yunnan 
possesses an extraordinary melting pot of ethnic cultures and religions. 
Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism as well as Christianity all made an imprint in Yunnan. 
As a result Yunnan also offers unparalleled experience of architectural styles and 
decorative arts in all of China. Best of Yunnan tour brings you several of 
UNESCO's most cherished monuments, from Giant Buddha in Leshan, seen on 
the way from Chengdu, the starting point of our tour in Sichuan, to Yunnan's 
ancient market towns of Lijiang and Dali. Add to it the remarkable Shangri La, the 
Tibetan Old Town of Zhongdian, the ancient tea caravan market town of Shaxi, 
the living treasure house town of Weishan and the old salt mining town of Heijing, 
and one gains a complete insight into historical past of Yunnan. Although en 
route of this wonderful tour you'll have the opportunity to see nature's marvels of 
Jade Dragon Mountain and the fabled Tiger Leaping Gorge, the highlight of the 
Yunnan's traverse is the deep gorge of Nujiang Valley. Parallel to Myanmar's 
border, in extreme northwestern corner of Yunnan, the Nu river, which ultimately 
becomes the mighty Salween that flows into Bay of Bengal, carved here a deep 
and scenic valley which is a living museum of remote mountain cultures and 
remains one of the most unique biodiversity regions of the world. 
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Day 1. Arrive Chengdu 

Upon arrival, you are greeted and transferred to the hotel to check in. 
  
Day 2: Chengdu / Leshan 

This morning, see the Panda Breeding Center, the best place to see Chengdu's 
most endearing residents. Then move on to Leshan. Visit the famous Giant 
Buddha statue. Built in 713, Leshan Giant Buddha is the biggest carved stone 
Buddha in the world. Featured in poetry, song and countless tales, Leshan Giant 
Buddha is a remarkable monument and a UNESCO World Heritage site. Return 
to Chengdu in the late afternoon and check into the hotel. 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
  
Day 3. Chengdu / Lijiang 

In the morning drive to Sanxingdui and explore the remarkable collection of 
archeological artifacts spanning 5,000 years of culture in the Chengdu area. 
From here continue to Wangjianglou Park, known for its scenic cedar wood 
pavilions and bamboo forest. After dinner fly to Lijiang where you are met and 
escorted to the hotel to check in. 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
  
Day 4. Lijiang 
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Full day tour of the ancient Dayan Town, a UNESCO World Heritage monument. 
Admire Lijian's striking architecture of wood-and-stone structures with tiled roofs 
and flower-filled courtyards. See the Mu Family Mansion, ancient home of a Naxi 
noble, now a museum offering insight into Naxi history and culture. Then visit 
Yufeng Temple, with its famous 500-year-old camellia tree. 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
  
Day 5.Lijiang 

This morning visit the Jade Dragon Mountain. After lunch tour the renowned 
Black Dragon Pool with its Moon Embracing Pavilion, Five Phoenix Pavilion and 
Dongba Cultural Village. Later visit Baisha village with its renown Ming and Qing 
dynasty frescoes. Last tour Shuhu , an authentic and well-preserved Naxi village. 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
  
Day 6. Lijang / Zhongdian 

Today drive to Zhongdian, the stunningly picturesque setting believed to be the 
inspiration of the mythical Shangri-La described in James Hilton's novel, The Lost 
Horizon. Along the way, behold the "First Bend" of the Yangtze River at Shigu, 
and the site of astounding Hutiao (Tiger's Leap), know as the Tiger Leaping 
Gorge on the Jinsha River, one of the deepest gorges in the world. 
MEALS: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
 

  


